MINUTES OF THE
SELMA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2003

The Selma City Council met in a special called session in the Council Chambers
of City Hall on Thursday, October 16, 2003 at 5:00 p.-m. with the following members
present: President George Evans and Council members Rita S. Franklin, Glen Sexton,
Jean T. Martin, Nancy G. Sewell, Samuel Randolph and Bennie R. Crenshaw. Others
present were City Clerk Lois Williams, City Treasurer Cynthia Mitchell, Mayor James
Perkins, Jr., Mayor’s Administrative Assistant Sherri James and City Attorney Jimmy
Nunn. Councilman Tucker was absent from the meeting. Councilman Durry arrived at
the meeting at 5:20 p.m. Reverend Lee Goodwin gave the invocation.

After roll call, President Evans declared a quorum present and the meeting was
opened for the transactions of business as set forth on the agenda.

L 2003-2004 CITY BUDGET

President Evans stated that he would like to move through the agenda as quickly
as possible and start with the 2003-2004-city budget.

1. Councilwoman Sewell stated that she would like the Council to consider the
issue of the Council Secretary, Ms. Diana Johnson, who works with ten people and spend
long hours working, to increase her salary to $29,500.00 to be taken from the prior year
unpaid projects fund of $30,000.00. President Evans stated that he would like to appoint
a committee consisting of Councilwoman Crenshaw, Councilwoman Sewell and
Councilwoman Franklin along with Ms. Jones to meet and discuss this issue.

After further discussion regarding budget cuts/amendments for the Arts Council,
the Health Department, Sickle Cell and increasing discretionary funds, Mayor Perkins
stated that President Evans was one of the first to attend the budget hearings and the last
to leave, but after that, no one else attended, however, about $150,000.00 to $180,000.00
had been cut and many Council members attended early on, but since then there was still
$1.2 million that needed to be cut from the budget. Mayor Perkins further stated that the
Council did not want to deal with the situation and they came back as a collective session
and it was recommended to go ahead and let the department heads deal with it, cuts and
sacrifices were made and now what is happening is that the Council is coming back and
second guessing what was done. President Evans stated that the Council stressed to the
department heads during the last collective session that they had a choice of cutting their

budget and Mayor Perkins stated to them that if they did not cut, then the Council would
make some cuts.

President Evans requested to recess into executive session to discuss a legal matter.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sewell and seconded by Councilwoman
Martin to recess into executive session at 5:51p.m. to discuss a legal matter. The motion
carried with a unanimous vote of the Council.

L 2003-2004 CITY BUDGET

The Council reconvened into special called session and proceeded with the 2003-
2004 City Budget items.

2. The Council reconvened into special called session at 6:15p.m. and a motion
was made by Councilwoman Franklin and seconded by Councilwoman Sewell to move
$10,000.00 from the City Council budget line item for Council Special Projects and to
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L. 2003-2004 CITY BUDGET

amend the budget $40,000.00 to be taken from the Alabama Power Street Lighting line
item in the General Fund, making the total of funds for discretionary $100,000.00. The
motion carried with a unanimous vote of the Council.

funds. After a brief discussion, Councilwoman Franklin stated that as a point of order
she does not feel that the Council as a body can determine how much each Council
member contributes from their discretionary funds for a request.  Councilwoman
Crenshaw withdrew her motion as did Councilman Randolph his second, and a motion
was made by Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded by Councilman Randolph for each
Council member to give the amount desired from their discretionary funds to the Sickle

Cell Foundation and go into the budget to find the difference if there is any. The motion
failed vote of the Council.

4. Councilwoman Sewell stated that at the last meeting she called attention to the
statement that was made by the Superintendent of General Services in a budget hearing
meeting that there is no need for a Secretary and Clerk position in the General Services
department, and if this is so, she asked if this position could be cut and funds placed into
a contingency fund. Councilwoman Crenshaw stated that considering the circumstances
in the General Services department at this time, she would like to request that this
position should stay in the budget as is, Councilman Randolph concurred with
Councilwoman Crenshaw. President Evans stated that there is a freeze on hiring in place
at this time and an investigation is ongoing and hopefully following the investigation, the
Council will be able to determine the need for the position in the future.

II. ORDINANCES

A. Ordinance — Garbage Fee. Mayor Perkins presented the garbage fee
ordinance that was placed on first reading for increasing garbage fees from $8.00 per

month to $12.00 per month on last Council meeting for approval. A motion was made by
Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded Councilman Randolph to adopt the said
ordinance as prepared effective January 1, 2004. A roll call vote was taken and the
motion passed with a majority vote of the Council. There were six affirmative votes.
Councilman Sexton and Councilwoman Franklin cast negative votes.

B. Ordinance — License for Selma Water and Sewer Board. Mayor Perkins
stated that the Selma Water and Sewer Board should pay the amount of $90,000.00 for
license fees for 2003. Councilman Sexton distributed a letter to the Council and
following a brief discussion; President Evans stated that in the future the Council should
not bring information this item was tabled until the next Council meeting,

C. Ordinance - Building Permit Fee. Mayor Perkins presented the building
permit fee ordinance that was placed on first reading for increasing permit fees as stated
in the ordinance. A motion was made by Councilwoman Sewell and seconded by
Councilman Durry to adopt the said ordinance as written. A roll call vote was taken and

the motion passed with a majority vote of the Council. Councilman Sexton cast a-
negative vote.

D. Ordinance — Cemetery Fee Increase. Mayor Perkins presented the cemetery

fee ordinance that was placed on first reading for increasing cemetery lot and space fees
as stated in the ordinance. A motion was made by Councilwoman Crenshaw and
seconded by Councilwoman Franklin to adopt the said ordinance as written. A roll call

vote was taken and the motion passed with a majority vote of the Council. Councilman
Sexton cast a negative vote.
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HL.  E-911 UPDATE TO _INCLUDE TOWER, ALARM SYSTEMS,
GENERATOR, ETC

equal access issue with the County, and he would execute the contract and move forward
with the necessary transactions. Mayor Perkins further stated that he discussed this issue
with Chief Green and in that being the case, he was surprised to see the memo addressed
to the Council and totally excluding him. After a brief discussion, President Evans stated
that he would let the parties involved know to address the Mayor with any information
given to the Council. A motion was made by Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded by
Councilwoman Sewell that any mformation concerning the E-911 needs to be addressed
to the Mayor. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of the Council. A motion was

Council.
V. CONDEMNED HOUSES

Councilwoman Crenshaw stated that there are houses on L. L. Anderson and
Short Griffin Street that she needs help from the Council to be declared as a nuisance.
After a brief discussion, Councilwoman Franklin stated that she feels Attorney Nunn
needs to handle the proper legal notification before the Council votes on this matter, and
she feels Councilwoman Crenshaw’s intentions are good, but legal assistance from
Attorney Nunn should be done. Councilwoman Crenshaw stated that she would ask the
Mayor to help her with this matter.

There being no other business to come before the Council. On motion made by
Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded by Councilwoman Sewell, the Council voted by

unanimous consent to adjourn at 7:30 p.m.

George P? Evans, President
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Lois L. Williams, City Clerk James P&rkins, Jr., Mayor




